200                          PHILIP AUGUSTUS                       CHAP.
the king of the Franks, to be their king,, which when
they announced both to the father and the son, King
Philip asked of them hostages and written, pledges.
The barons, having no other  refuge, gave what he
asked.   No sooner was this known than Guala was sent
as legate from the pope to France that he might stay
the going of Louis by the authority of the apostolic
see.   To Philip he brought letters of command that he
should not allow his son to go to England, or in any way
to vex the king of England, the vassal of the holy see.
Then, says the sturdy Englishman, King Philip straight-
way answered, "The kingdom of England never was
the patrimony of S. Peter, nor is, nor will be.     No
king or prince can give away his realm, which is a
commonwealth, without the assent of his barons, who
are bound to defend the realm.   And if the pope shall
have commanded this error he will set a pernicious
example to all kings and kingdoms.    I do not love,
I do not regard John, king of the English, my rival,
yet still I grieve at his kingdom's servitude, when the
ruler of great provinces is kid under tribute.   Alas!
how greatly will the state of all kings suffer through
this.   So, by some trick, may the pope, in time to come,
rob my heir of France."    Then raising his hands to
heaven he cried, " which may God, may God, may God
avert."   Tears flowed from his eyes as he spoke; and
his barons cried out that never should their land pass
by the mere win of king or prince into the power of
any pope or bishop or priest.   And Louis spoke out
boldly.   To his father and the legate he cried, " I beg
that you will not stay my will, for I will contend for
my heritage as long as my heart beats in my breast.